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SUBBASIN DELINEATION METHODS 

GeoEngineers worked with the WRIA 7 Committee to delineate subbasins for WRIA 7. The WRIA 7 Committee 
considered existing subwatershed units for their subbasin delineation, including hydrologic unit codes, King 
County drainage basins, and the Snohomish Basin Protection Plan’s Protection Planning Units. 

■ Hydrologic unit codes (HUCs) refer to the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) delineation of watersheds into 
successively smaller hydrologic units (USGS 2013). The USGS uses a nationwide system based on 
surface hydrologic features. This system divides the country into 21 regions (2-digit), 222 subregions 
(4-digit), 370 basins (6-digit), 2,270 subbasins (8-digit), ~20,000 watersheds (10-digit), and ~100,000 
subwatersheds (12-digit). A hierarchical HUC consisting of 2 additional digits for each level in the 
hydrologic unit system is used to identify any hydrologic area. HUC-12 is at the subwatershed level 
(12-digit) of HUCs and there are over 60 HUC-12 subwatersheds in WRIA 7. 

■ King County drainage basins are similar in size to HUC-12s, but do not exactly match the HUC-12 
boundaries. They are a boundary layer developed by King County using LiDAR technology to delineate 
drainage basins. There are 23 King County drainage basins in the King County portion of WRIA 7. 

■ The Snohomish Basin Protection Plan was developed “to identify protection strategies that prevent the 
degradation of hydrologic processes that support salmon or salmon habitat” and is intended to set a 
framework for “implementation and accounting of protection efforts by all Basin partners” (Snohomish 
Basin Salmon Recovery Forum 2015). There are 17 Protection Planning Units in WRIA 7. Protection 
Planning Units were determined based on critical flows for chinook and focal stream reaches, 
considering areas with similar hydrology and land uses. 

Subbasin Selection Considerations 

The WRIA 7 Committee used existing HUC-12s, King County drainage basins, and Protection Planning Units and 
applied the following guiding principles to develop subbasin delineations: 

■ Align subbasins with the Protection Planning Units as closely as possible. 

■ Combine HUC-12s and King County drainage basins with lower projected growth of new homes using 
PE wells. 

■ Keep distinct subbasins for HUC-12s and King County drainage basins with higher projected growth of 
new homes using PE wells. 

■ Consider important salmon habitat and potential location of offset projects and actions. 

■ Consider streams with known low flow issues. 

■ Consider streams with year-round closures2. 

WRIA 7 Subbasin Delineation 

The WRIA 7 subbasin boundaries are based on HUC-12 subwatersheds in the Snohomish County portion of the 
watershed and King County drainage basin boundaries in the King County portion of the watershed. 

 

2 The following streams have year-round closures in WAC 173-507: Griffen Creek, Harris Creek, Little Pilchuck Creek, May Creek, Patterson 
Creek, Quilceda Creek, Raging River, and Bodell Creek.  
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GeoEngineers used existing HUC-12 shapefiles from the USGS (2016) and drainage basin shapefiles from King 
County (2018) to develop a map and GIS shapefile for the WRIA 7 Committee’s subbasins. The following 
adjustments were made: 

■ The Allen Creek drainage was added to Quilceda HUC-12. 

■ The Snoqualmie mainstem King County drainage basin was split where the Tolt River enters the 
Snoqualmie River. 

■ Drainage basin boundaries were shifted to align with the boundary between WRIA 7 and WRIA 8. 

■ HUC-12 boundaries were extended to the Puget Sound. 

■ Hat Island and Jetty Island, located in Possession Sound within Snohomish County and WRIA 7, were 
added to the Estuary/Snohomish Mainstem subbasin. 

The WRIA 7 subbasin delineations are shown on Figure 1. 

WRIA 7 Subbasins 

■ Tulalip Creek is one subbasin (Tulalip). 

■ The Allen Creek drainage, which is part of the Snohomish River – Frontal Procession Sound HUC-12 
subwatershed, is combined with the Quilceda Creek HUC-12 subwatershed to create one subbasin 
(Quilceda-Allen). 

■ The Snohomish River, Evans Creek, and French Creek are combined (Estuary/Snohomish Mainstem). 

■ Little Pilchuck is one subbasin (Little Pilchuck). 

■ Upper and Lower Pilchuck River are combined (Pilchuck). 

■ Woods Creek is one subbasin (Woods). 

■ Upper, Middle, and Lower Sultan River are combined (Sultan). 

■ Wallace River and Olney Creek are combined (Lower Mid-Skykomish). 

■ Elwell Creek-Skykomish River and McCoy Creek-Skykomish River are combined (Skykomish 
Mainstem). 

■ The South Fork and North Fork Skykomish tributaries are combined (Upper Skykomish). This includes 
the following HUC-12 subwatersheds and drainage basins: 

 Foss River, Miller River, Tye River, South Fork Skykomish River, Beckler River, Rapid River, Upper 
Beckler River, Lower South Fork Skykomish River, Lower North Fork Skykomish River, Middle North 
Fork Skykomish River, and Upper North Fork Skykomish River. 

■ Cherry Creek and Harris Creek are combined into one subbasin (Cherry/Harris). 

 The Committee combined the Cherry and Harris Creek HUC-12 subwatersheds after considering 
that the hydrologic divide between Cherry Creek and Harris Creek is characterized by wetlands, 
rather than a distinct divide. 

■ The northern half of the Snoqualmie mainstem drainage basin is combined with Tuck Creek, Cathcart 
drainages, and Ames Lake (Snoqualmie North). 
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■ The South Fork Tolt, North Fork Tolt, and Lower Tolt drainage basins are combined with nearby drainage 
basins Tokul Creek, Griffen Creek, and the southern half of the Snoqualmie mainstem drainage basin 
(Snoqualmie South). 

■ Patterson Creek is one subbasin (Patterson Creek). 

■ The Raging River is one subbasin (Raging River). 

■ The North, Middle, and South Fork Snoqualmie drainage basins are combined (Upper Snoqualmie). 

NEXT STEPS 

■ The WRIA 7 Committee agreed to use the proposed 16 subbasins to estimate potential PE well growth 
and consumptive use by subbasin.  
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Attachment: 
Figure 1. WRIA 7 – Snohomish Subbasin Delineation 
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